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its from the
ﬂrom'ndnthu-
. /0L the firesan's age
at he £ime of hils death.

tha amandent to se
Statatas passed of

osived. 1l your yoa . 'n rsked us in the ught of said
amendmont o answeMthd\ two follt ng questionss

2 who has surved aot-
BQ nm or longer hut who
pd of 58 years and who Las

. he sotive service of tbe
should be killed not in mor in

s perforaance of his Auty as a

- dmnld die from a oausoc oOr oause:
- ghnes of ths performancs of his duty
as B \\,_, saay his Board grant and begin paye
ing his ¥idow or other dspendsnts Denefits imne-
diately arfter his death or would ths Bosrd be
compellied to degin payments on the date ho would
have reached the age Of fifty-five years?

*2es 1f a firaman whio has retired after hnv-

ing served 80 yaura on a fire department bHut be~
fore he reasched the age of rifty~five (58) yoara,
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should bo killed or dio from any causs not in cone
uequanco of the perforzance of Lis duty as c fire-

should his Roard begln paying his dependents
thu r benefits sroaptly aftor his deatlh or would
{t be oompelled to withhold payment of =uch bapse
fits until the fireman would hsve rouached the ago
of 33 yeara?v

The material portion of the amendzont passed by
the prenent Legialature guoted by you is se followss

*Notwithstanfing any other provision of this
Aot, it 1n hereby speclally provided thud any oli-
gible and qualified flireman who shall have goapleted
twonty (£0) years of service before reaching the
age of S5 years may a;ply to the Board of Trustees
for, and it shall be the posrdts duty to lasue, a
oertifioate showing tho ompletion of zuch servioe
and ghowing und oertifyins that suoh fireman, when
roaching the age of fifty~rive {(38) yeare, will be
ontitled to the retirecwnt and other applicabla
benafits of the H0C] « « "

goction 12 of salid articleo 8843e roads ia part as
follows:

»If any member of any departmept ss hereln
derinsd who has been rotired on allowanco becauuq
of length of sorvios or disabllity shall thoroe
after 4ie from any cause whatsoeveri or if while
in service any sesmdber shall dilo froa anly csuse
growing out of and/or in ccassquence of the per-
formanoe of his duties] or shall dle from
oauss whatsoever arter hs has betons sntitled to

an allowanoe or pension cortificate and shall
loava surviving a widow, o child or ohildrern une
der the age of ozehtatn (1&8) ysars or a depend-
ent parent sald Board of Trustees ghzll order
paid a monthly allowance as Follows: o+ « o

We oall partioular atteptlion to tho statement in
the above statute which reads "or shall dile from any cauce
whatsogver aftor lLe hac beoore entitled Lo &n allowance or
pegaion certificate” signce thie phruse will jperheps, nnd wo
think does, control the propor diaposition and answer to you:
uastions,
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Under tle provisions of the nucted statutes above
whoen a fireman has served twenty (20) yeara, regardless of
hig then uge, hé "may apply to the Board of Trustees for, and
1¢ shaull be the neardts duty to fosue, & certifloate stowing
the completion of such service~,

foadings the quoted sentences froz Section 12 and tho
last guoted sootlicn Crosm the amended “cotior 6 as we oconstrun
sacze o firoman who has served twenty (20} yeare is then en-
titled %o and the Rourd zust give bin a ponslon certirficate.

Jection 12 provides that 1f a rireman dles froc any
onuse after Le has becose entitled to ris ;ension certificate
Eia widow 15 ontitled tO payzcnts as provided for in seid seo-

Oon.

It ia our opinion, therefore, that regariless of
whether the fironman is5 astive or retired at the time of Lis
doath if Lo has served actively for the twepty (80) year
poriod he i3 entitled to tiz pension certificnte and if he
thereafter dias lis widow and children, if any, ere entitled
to reoeive compension frus the date of his death in the re-
speotive suwms s provided for in aald ..ot.
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