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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr. Hall H, Logan, Acting Dirsctor
Postwar Econonic Planning Commission
Austin 11, Texas

Desar Mr, Logan: - Opinion No. 0-6769
Re: The Logislasture has not author-
ized any Stats agency| to accept
funds from the Unifedi\States

'under Title f the VWar Mobil-
ization an
of Congress

“he.respectfully Tro
provisions of Title V
Reconversion Ac
render us 8n o

et . cannot bingd
“ The FPogtwar Eco=

. -

943, authorizsed the Governor to appoint thirty-
members -of said Commission; said Resolutlon does
not, howaevaer, authorize or permit said Comuission to accept

any funds from ths Federal Government; neither does it author-
1ze said Commission to in any way bind the state of Texas in
eny kind of a contracto_

NO COMMUNICATION I8 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GEMERAL OR FIRST ABSISTANT
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L Section ¢ of the gencoral provisions to the Appro-
priation Act passed in 1945 is the same as Section 10 of ths
1943 Appropriation Act, IV reads as follows:

*(9) United States Funds and Aid. The prop-
exr officor or officers of any State Daspartmsnts,
bureaus, or divisions of State agencies ars hsreby
authorized to make application for and accept any
gifts, grants, or allotments or funds from the '
United States Governmsnt, educational or health
projects and programs, ete,, to be used on State
cooperative and other Fedsral proJjectis and pro=
grams in Texas, including construction of publioc .
buildings, repalrs, and improvemants. Any of such
funds as may be deposited in tha State Treasury are -
hereby appropriated to ths specific purpose author-
ized by the grantor, and subjoct to the limitation
placed on this Act." - - :

There are no other provisions in our statutes that

oould in any way affect the cuestion you have asksd, Congrass,

of course, camot pass any kind of an act that would author-
1ze any agencies 1n Texas or elsswhore to make contracts that
would bind Texas., It is fundamental law that no one ocan make
a contract blnding the State, unlesgs the Legislaturs has given
that person or agency specific authority. _

It is our opinion that neither the Postwar BEconomio

Planning Commission nor any othser State agency has any powsr

.or authority to accept funds from the Federal Governmant un-

. der "ths VWar Mobilization and Reconversion Act of 1944" and

bind the Stats to repay same, As stated by you, Section 501(c)
of sald Act resds: : '

, tAdvances under this saction to any public
agency shall bo repaid by such egency if and when
the construction of %Hhs public works 50 plamned
is undertaken, Any sum8 so repaid shall bs covered
into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts,™-

Under ths quoted section of the Aot of Congress any
_public agency which contracted with the Federal Government,
and ag¢cepbed any funds under and in virtue of ths Act, would
be compelled to make a coatract with the Federal Government
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that sald money so esdvanced would be repaid to ths gtate of
Texas "™if and when ths c¢onstruction of ths public works 80
planned 15 undertakan." :

Very truly yoﬁrs
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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