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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OoF TEXAS
-;, | AUSTIN _ .
: CROVER SELLERS . ;
ATTORNEY GENERAL
+
i
: ‘ |
; pr. W. A. Davis, State Reglstrar
i guresu of Vital Statlstics
* poard of Health '
p iustin, Texas

Desr Hir: Attehtion? Hon. W. D, Carrpil

. Opinion Y¥Oo.: 0-7052
.- Re: Whether the Stg
. 18 required 3o

#te Registrar was adviaed to
-ertificate 8o as to snow that. the

te Reglstrar if ho is to be required to
rewrite these 1100 records so as t0. show the
adopting parents as the natural purents of
the enild. You can understand why an lmme-
diate answer Lo this question is necessary.”

LW : .
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Subaection 26 of Rule 47a, Article Lh??} Vernon's Anno«
: ,tated 01v11 atatutes, reads in- part as follows:
’ "?rovidad further upon entry of final ordsr of
adoption the Judze or Clerk of Court shall rotify
the Roglstrer of vital Statistiocs in gtate Depart-
~nent of liealth of asction taken, giving the nemes
and addresses of the natural parents if known or
of the ohild'e next kin, the date of birth and name
of such child before and after adoPtion cnd the neme
end addrosses of foster parents, Said registrar of
vital statistiecs shall likewise be notified of any
"subsequent revocation or such .oréer of sdoption or
any asnnulment of adoption. Copies of all reports
of adoptions and reports of revocation of order of
adoption end of annulments shell within thirty (30)
days efter such order be mailed to the registrar of
vital statistics of the State Department of IHealth.
Upon receipt of copy of any finel. order of adoption
the State ieglstrar of Vital Statlstics shaell cause
to te made a record of the birth kn the new nams or
nemes of the adopting parentes or parect. . He shall
-then cause to0 be sealed and filed the original
certificate of birth, if anhy, with the eadoption.
deoree of .the Court and such ssaled package may. be .
opened only upon order of a Court of record. Upon
receipt of ocopy of annulment of afoption said
Regigtrar of Vital Statistica shall restore the
- original neams of the child and the names of his
-natural pearents or parent to the record of birth
of suoch ohild. Provided further thet adoption
nade under existing lew prior to the passage of
"this Act, may be registered with the Buresu of
vital Statistics upon sworn application of either
~adoptive parent or guardisn of the adopted chilg,
show the nsmes and addreases of the netural parents
if known or of the chlld's next kin, the date of
birth and the peme o1 such child before and after
edoptlon, the nemes and addresses of foster parents,
together with proof of adoption, either by certified
copy of the record of the affidavit of adoption, oy
the Goart oxder of uuoption.
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§ “Upon the adoption of said child the State Reglio-
trar shall notify the Local iegisirar of taat adoption,
and ghell forward to the Local Reglistrar a copy of the
birth certificate showing the namos of the parents by
adoption, provided that no stesleasnit vi the saoption
shall appear on thet record. The Local deglistrar
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esall return to the State Pegiatrar, o3 shall can~
cel the oertiflcate of the netural birth of said |
¢hild, and shall substitute in its place a certirfi~
aste forwarded him by the State Regligtirar."

oux Opinion ¥o. 07-6631 reais in part as Tollows;

#Tn ouy opinfon, when the State Reglstrar ro-
ceives an asdoption {eoree, he should file a certifilcate
of the birth in ths new name or namas o7 the adopting
parent or perents in which there is no etefement of
the adoption, &s required in Subdivision 26 of Rule 1+7a,
put he should nct permit an ewmendment to be attached

under said condition to the original certificate, as
provided for in Rule 51a. -

In view of the roregoing 1t ig our 0pinlon tnat you are not
mguired to rewrite the birth certificates of adopted children
-..zt ware filed in compllience with Opinion Ho. 0-5682 (which hes

sea overruled and withdrewn), unless request therefor is nade by
..e proper parties. 'If and when gudh regquest is meds by the
“s:3ptive parents or other proper parties, it is our opinion that
J3¢ phoulé rewrite thege records so &8s to show thut the adoptive
;atents are the parents of said children. In otaer words, the
tex gortificate, insofer as 1t relatss Yo the sdoptlve parents,
210uld be prepared. in the same manner as you now prepare birth
tsrtificates under the provisions of Subseotions 1 to 24, fnclu~
aive, of Rule 47a, Art. 4477, V. A, C, 3. Going & little further,

e co not 4think thet the word "paturasl" should be used before L
i nane of tna fatner, mother or child. I -

) Yours very truly,’
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