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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable A. C. Winborn
District Attorm

Civil Courts Building
Houston, Texas

Dear Bir:

Attention;: Robert R. Casey
Assistant Distriet M;twmq

Opinton No. 0-718%
Re: Interpretation O£ } 583b,

V.A.P.C., (Vacation Jallors,
Jall guards g

Your letter of recent date r¥quedting an opinic
from this department on the abeve gub métter is, in yvart,
&8s follows:

' arter the rirst day of
¥e all subsequent vacations after
b r of e&sch folloving year.

seen from the Article under examination,
the matron-is not entitled to any vacation until after
en regularly employed &s & matron for & period
of at least one year, then she is entitled to fifteen
(15) days vacation in each year, with pay, subject to the
sheriff having the right to designate the days upon vhich
she shall take a vacation., Has the sheriff the suthority
to allovw the jall matron to take & vacation prior to Bep-
tember lst of any aublequent oalendar year after she has
completed one year's service?”

NO COMMUNICATION I8 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ARSIRTANT
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Article ;583b, V.A.P.C., provides as follovss

"Every menber of the sheriff's department assigned
to duty as jailer, jail guard, or jail matron at eount
Ja1l in any city of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000
inhebitants shall be slloved fifteen (15) days veoation in
eéoh vear with pay, not more than two {2) members to be on
vncation a6t the same time; provided that the provisions of
this Section of this Aot shall not be spplied to any such
jeiler, jail gusrd, or jail mstron in sny olty ©f more than
tventy-five thousand (25,000) inhabitents, ess such mem-
ber shall have been rsgulerly employed &8 such jailer, Jail
guard, or jail matron for & period of at least one year.

“EBach preceding Federsal Census shall determine the
population. '

"The sheriff having supervision of the county jail
ghell designate the days upon vhich each jaller, jall
guerd, or jail maetron shall be alloved to be on vacsation.

"The sheriff having supervision of the county jall
ip any such city vho vioclates any provision of this Article
ghall be fined not less than Ten Dollars ($10), nor more
then One Hundred Dollars ($100).”

It will be noted that by virtuve of the plain provi-
sions of Article 1583b, & jail metron st any county jail in sy
city of more than twenty~five thoussnd (25,000) inhabitants 1is
entitled to a vecation each year vhen ssid jall matron has been

enployed for & period of one year.

The term "yoar"” is to be construed ess a "calendsr
year” in the ebsenge of thing showing & different meaning.
See the folloving enthorities: Douglas v. Acacla Mutual Life
IUS- CO., 118 80 w- (?d) 6“3; B!'j‘&.nt Ve Stato, 97 TOX. cr- Ro
11, 260 8. W. 598, 600; Words and Phrases, Volume 45, page €45,
Article 23, subdivision 16, V.A.C.8. :

We sre unavle to £ind any langusge in Artiole 1583b
to shov that the laegislature intended a different meaning then
"celendear year" when it used the term "each year".

In viev of the foregoing it is our opinion that & jail
matron is entitled to a vaecation of fifteen (15) days when.she
hos been regularly cemployed for & period of one year and o
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vecation of fifteen (15) deys every "calendar year” theresfter.
Or stated in another vay, the Jjeil maetron is entitled to & vaca-
tion of fifteen (lgg days under the facts presented sny time
during the year 1946 that the sheriff shall designate.

Yours very truly
ATTORKEY GENERAL OF TEXAB

g C. Davis, .

Assistant

By %P/Z&/@

Jokn Reeves
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