' OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

don. Gibd Gillohrist, President

Agricultural end Mechenicsl College of Texas
College Station, Texas

Dear Sir: Cpinion No. 0-7201
. Ret Under iote 1945, 45tk Legislyture,

E. 8,, Chapter 377, oan Comptroller

legally pey to A. & M, Colleg

on State donde held by A. 4

Federa) Lsnd-Grent Endowme

yosrs 1946 and 1947; &

We acknowledge recelipt of your lettie .
1946, requenting en opinion on the above condended question.
For purposes of the opinion, we gquose om portiond~pf your
letter as follows: : :

“The Fducational Appropriation) B
biennium (Chapter 399, Genirsl and- Speoisl Lews, 48th
Legislature ~ Regular Sessidn) ¥folud

s the following
provision for the paymunt of \$he jatereat on the State
of Texas bdonds Hel :

gricultural and Mechanioasl

interest
¥\ Collegs
nd for

here ik heredy apzfopriated to the Btate
ic Actpounts, out of the General Revenue
sy’ interest on Stete of Texas bonds
3T and Mechanloal College
, he sum of Ten Thousand, Four
$10,450) Dollars for each of the fisoal
, 19LL and August 31, 1945, * * %

2 of the Acte referred $¢ above, under the
: loultursl and Mechaniecal College of
owing provieion is mede for this interest:

12180 thers iz spproprieted to the Agrieultural and
Meohaniocel College of Texes, the total amount of current
or sccunulated interest received on the lend grant endowment
fund of seid College, aggregeting Tem Thousand Your Rundred
end Fifty ($10,A50) Dollars ennuezlly and say balsnces thereof
on hand et the end of any preceding fiseal year, for each of
the fiscsl years snding August 31, 1944 and August 31, 1945,
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tc bde expended in the payment ¢f ¢ ses inourred ia
£alfilling any of the purposes provided by the State
Iand Grant College Lot and the Nederal land Orant
College Act, and any amsndments thereto, in tho manner
therein proviand.

*Tne Educational Appropristion B1l) for the ourrtnt
vienszium (Chapter 377, General and Specisl Lsws, A9th
lLegislature ~ Regular Session) tiskes no provision for
peying t he interest on the bonds held by the Texas
Agriculturel and Veohanlesl College Lend Grant Fumd, dut
under the Lending of 'The Agricultursl and Enchnnionl
College of Texan' mekes the tollowing fwovicion for the .

_expenditure of this interest (page 683

*tAlso, there is appropristed to the Agricultural
anad Hoohtnioul College of Texas, the totsl amo of
ourrent or sscusmulated interest rtottvod oa ¢ 4 grant
sndownent fund of ssid College, aggregating ximately
Ten Thousand Your Hundred and }1tt:'nollnrl (‘ 2 150)
snnually snd any balsnce thereof on hand at the snd of

any preceding fiseal year, for eash of the fiseal years
.ndtns Anfuut 31, 1546, and August 31, 1947, %o Ve
expandod She pl!ﬂ!nt of & sos ineurred in fulrilling
ary of the purposes provided by the State land arnnt
College Act snd $ue Federsl Thnd drant College Aot
shy sumsndzents thersto, in th: nanner. thsroin provid:d.

*The purpose of this lo%tcr 1- to ask you ﬁur 2 ruling
on whether the Comptrollser of Pudlies Assounts sen legally
. pay %0 the A. &, Oollege of Texas $he interest on the
State of Texas boads held By the Agrieultural and Neshanieal
College Yederal lLand-Crand owment Yund for eash ef the
fiseal years end Angust 31, 1’“ and Amat ))., 1947,
smounting to $10,450.00 amn

By virtus of $he provlaienn of Title 7, Seetions 301 %o
Jos, 1uoluaivt. United Btates Code Amnotated Ar‘lclo 2614
Vernon's Annctated Civil Stetutes, snd Acts 1915, 34th 1n¢lolcturo.
R, B,, Senste.Bill Ko. 277, Chapter 154, the Agrieulturel and
Mechanlical College ¢f Texas Land-Orant inﬂawncnt FNnA esonsists of -
$209,000.00 derived from $he sale of lands Teceived By the State
or‘!hxps under the United States lLand Grant iet of 18 2, sl1 of
which is investasd in State of Texss 5% CGo Ponds of isls,
dated Soptcub-r 1, 1918, due Beptemder 1, 9} 11. ingetest on
theas bonds ilo semi-annue aoptnu and Marekll, emounts
to no 250,00 snnuslly; the fulth and sredit et 0o Boite of Taxes
. t i:rovocnhlr plcdgod for the proapt rtrnant of ytlnciptl and
*Yeas,
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Artiole 8, Seotion 6, Constitution of Texas, provides
as follows: : |

: *Ko money shall be drawn frox the Treasury dut in
pursusnce of specific appropriations made by law} nor
shell any appropriaticn of money be nade for s longer
ters than two years. . « " _

This section not only requires en sppropriation defore
money 6an be paid out of the Treasury dut elso limits every
eppropristion to a term of two years. PFickls v, Finley, 91 Tex.
WLBL, Lih S. W, L8O, . .

© Artiele 4344, Vernmon's Annotated Civil Gtatutea
presorives, among other duties of the Comptroller of Publie
Asgounts, thst the Comptroller is required to &rew warrsants
upon the Tresaurer for the payment of all moneya directed by
lsw to be pald out of ths Treasury. L

We have exazined carefully the aypropriations snacted
by the A9th Legislature inoluding the provisions of the Xducatiocasl
Appropoiation Bill, Aets 1545, 49th legislature, R. 8., Chapter
377, and have besn uneble to £ind a spesific approprietion made
by She Legislature to the Comptroller of Publis Agoounts for the
payment ¢f the interest on the donds in guestion for the fiseal
yoers ending August 31, 1946 snd August 31, 1947.

There being nc specsifio approprietion of monsy for
the payment of ths interest as regquired by the sbove quoted
constitutions)l provision, $heé Comptroller of Publies Acoounts
lecks the necessary .m:mu required by Articls 4344,
Vo Ay G4 8, %0 8xaw & in peyment thereof. OUuUPr snzwer
to your question, therefore, must be and is in She negative.

. . We Mnow of no rule of stetutory construetion whish
would allow the indulgence of a p tion that the Leglslature
iatenied to xake g sPpesific mroprut on for the payment of

the interest on the State do ia qguestion. We think thet the
gonsitutione) provision quoted mrein would prohidit such
presumpt fon., The failure to provids frop the parment of interest
on these Stete bonds appears to be an oversight on the part of
the Legislature which only a subsequent lagisleture may correoct.
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Truiting.that the above satisfeetorily answers your

inquiry, we are

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
| o ' By (si.&ned) CHZSTFR ¥, OLLISON
AFPFROVED APR 30 1946 A Aasiatnnt

(8igned) OARIOS C. ASHLEY |
FIRST ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

CEOi>t
AWM

APPROYED OFINIOR COMMITPTX
B’ B, ¥.B. Chalrmsn



