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as used in the appropriation bill, is a ‘meeting of
members or delegates of a private organization, party,
slub, sosiety, or the like.' Sea our Opinion Xo. O-
1737. The character of the organization as ‘private’
or 'officiasl'’ depends, not alene upon its purpose,
but also upon its membershinp. The Constitution ana
By-laws of the Association reveal that the agsocia-
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In Opinion No. 0-1737, sddressed to State Department
of Education, we differentiated as follows:

- "Obviously it could not have heen intended by
the Legislature that the restriction against paying
traveling expenses t¢ conventions should apply teo
suthorized meetings called by agencien of govern-
ment for the purpose of acoomplishing the funotions
of government imposed upon them. ¥To apply such a
eonstruction wvould be to impute to the Legisiature
the intent to paralyse by indirection the adminig-
tration of the very alffairs of government for which
ugpropriutions were made at length in Semate Bill
427 of the 46th Legislature. Ve are impelled,
therefore, to the conclngion that the Legislature
used the word 'comvention' in its eapecial or popu-
lar, rather than its brosd, significance, conveying

" the idea, generally, of a weeting of members or dele-
gates of a private organization, party, club, soeiety,
or the like, for the accomplishment of some common
object."”

Texas fafety Agsociation, Inc., is a private inocorpora-
tion organized and maintained by persons interasted in the gener-
a1l subject of safety through resulation, and 1s in nowvise a State
agency or ingstrumentality, a)lthough its activities as &8 private
organization is in the general interest of the pudlic welfare.

In Opinion No. 0-24857 we advised you, as Comptroller of
Public Accounts, with respect to the spec¢ific construction of the
language, "which written opinion (of the Attorney Gemeral) shall
have been filed in advance with the State Comptroller®, as fol-
lowe:

"In respect to the question submitted, the aborve
Janguage quoted froem 5. B. 427 41s plain and wnambigu-
ous. Ve note your statement that the argument is made
t0 you that the werd ‘advance', as used in the rider,
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means in advance of pavment and not in advance of mak-
ing the trin. However, the Janguage of the Act is

too clearly otherwise. It gimply admits of no other
construction than that out of State expenses must not
be incurred until the written etatement of the Attorn-
ey General has heen obtained and filed with the Comp-

troller advising that the purpose or the proyposed
trip 1e for State business purposes.”™

We reaffirm that holding.

We trust that what we have said satisfactorily answers
your inquiry.

Very truly yours

ATTORNEY GENERAI OF TEXA
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