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we are of necessity referred to the ict of Congress

gotring ug7the mental health program, which ‘et appears as Public
Law Noi 4 79th Con-ress, Chapter 138, Second Session, enproved
July 3, 1946. This law wag passed as an amendment to the Putlic
HRealth Cervice Aot to provide for research relsting to psychiatric
disorders and to 2id in the cevelopment of more effective methods
of prevention, diasnosis encd treatment of such disorders, end for
other purposes.

Section 2 of the Public Law states the purpose of the Act
and In Section 3 the followins definitione are set forth:

(1) The term 'psychiatric disorders' includes
disecses of thc nervous system which affect mental
health; and

"{m} The term fState mental health authority!
meens the Statc health authority, except that in the
case of any State in whlch tliere is a single ‘tate
agency, other than the State health authority, charged
with responsibility for admninistering the mental
health program of the itate, it means such other State
AZONCy "

g have carefully searchec the statutes of this Stete snd
find no singsle Svale agency charsed vidth sdministering any Foderal
nent&l health progran,

hrvicle 4418f, levised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, pro-
vides that it shall te iawful for the ftate Department of Eealth to
accept dopations and ¢ontributions to be expended in the interest of
the publie hecalth as well a5 in the enforcement of public hezlth lavis.
To be construcd with this statute is Senate Bill 313, fets 1946

49th Legislature, Che. 378, Sec. 2, Subdivision (9) under General Pro-
visions which authoriges the State Heoalth Officer to make application
for and accept any ;ifte, srants or allotments or funds from the Unite:
States government health vrojects and programs, etc., to be used on
State eoonerutive @ndc other TFederal projects and prosrams in Texas.

In viev of the forecoing, you are advised that the State

Denartment of Health must bLe considered the "“tate !’entzl health auth-
ority™ within the nrovisions of and as that term is defined i{n sub-
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division (m}, Section 2 Public Lew Ho, 4,87, 79th Congcress, 2nd
Session, approvod July 5 1946,

Yours very truly
TIOREEY GENuRALL OF THXKAS
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