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Dear 8ir: ' Opinion No. 0~7333

% to the 1
on the 12th and d!.lchnrgcc
e MIth Tey nud Eouoh,u' for tims earned,
11, \ Supte 1gno Tequest and. nsuhr
'oo:.ud in nail on the 26.°

. alu.ng statutes are pertinent. to your uxquiry:

ch 5155. Vornon'- Annotated civil statutu. reads:
ﬂxnh nnnrnotnrins. meroantile, n.tningg

-qua.:x%ng; railroad, strees railwly, canal, oil,

ste

telegraph, telephone and express com-
pany, mpioyi.na one oI more persons, and each
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. 4nd every water oompany not operated by a munioipal
eorporation, and each and every wharf company, end
_eYvery other corporation engeged in any bisiness -
“within this Btate, or any perscn, firm Or Sorpora=-
tion engaged ia or upon any publie work for the =
“S%até or for aay county or any munieipel gorporation
‘Shhreos, either as & contrastor or a sudegontrastor,
. ‘therewith, ‘shall pay daeh of i%a employees the wages
darned dy hlm or her es often as sexiemonthly, and \
‘pay tb & @ay 5ot more than sixteen (14): days prior
' to the day Of paymenS." - : e

Art, 51568

" "An empldyse who is adbsent at the time fixsd
for payaent, or who for any other reason is not
peid at that times, shall de paid thereafter on .
six dayas®' demand, Any employee leaving his or-
her smployasnt, or discharged thersfrom, shall .

_ba.paid in full oca eix days' demand,™ .

 Art. 64313

‘ "When a railroed company shall dlscharge an
employee, or when the tine of servige of suah -
_employes akdll expire, or when a railroad eompany
-shall be dus and owing en saployee, suoh railroad
company, upon disoharge, or upon ths termination
of the term of suoh service, or upon.maturity of
said indebtednesa, shall, within fifteen days after
the demand sherefor upon ths nearest station agent
of said railroad sompany, pay to such eaployee the
full amount due and owing him, If said ad
coap fails or refuses to pay such employes, then
it 1 be liadle to pay to sugh ezployee tweaty
per cent on the amount 4us him, as danages, in
addition to the amount so due, in no oase the
damages t0 be leas than five nor more than one
hundred dollars,” '

Art. 6431, originally enacted in 1887, penalizes a rail~
road ocompany fsiling to pay a discharged or retired eaployee
within fifteen dsys after demand for payment is mads, This
statute has deen held to be invalid as class legislation,
failroads 35 Tex. Jur. )59, pera. 342, notes, 10, ll. In view
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of this, the particular faot situation mentioned by you in your
letter {s now controlled by Art. 5156 of the Reavised Civil Stat~
utes., The statute, in our opinion, means jJust what it says}
thet is, that an employee under gifoumatances msntioned should
be paid ip full within six days' after demand for peymoat and
the .failure of the employer to make much payment within the time
apeoified Dy the statute subjects the smployer to the penalty
providsd for in Art. 5157. . o

We trust that we have snswered your question satisfactorily.

Yours very truly,

WLy TR . David Wuntoh.
) B EU ) E Assistant
"‘_,' ¢ ;B’ N
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