OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Joes P. Flack
County Attorney

Menmd County

Nensxd, Texas

Dear Bir: Opinion No. 0-T345
Re: Authority of Golmty to

g' umthclom,&vﬁlomtseluh
house &id other valuable improvements of ssid tven-
Vy-five sores.

"Pleame sdvise me, or the County Judge, whether
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Honarable Joe P. Flack, page 2

" or not Menard County csn meke & valid lesse on said
lend, snd under vhat oonditiems.”

In answer to our request rfor sdditional informetion
as to the purpcse for which the county sgquired the twenty-five
scres of land in question wvhich is scught to be leased to the
Country Club, and for vhat purposs the lend is povw being used,
you replisd as follovs:

“The county did not purchass the twenty-five
uru[ that 19, tlwy did not pay for same. A

aminstion of the dsed you encl :
consideration by the Btate of Texas vith a conveyance of the
25 agres to Menard County, there is a serious question ss to
the title of Menard County to this roperty.

© Ve have made inquiries of the State Boayd of Parks,
the Comptyoller of Public Acecounts &nd the State Board of Com~
trol relative to the purchase in 1935 of the above-desoribed
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PrOpe. .mmymmtimnhmoor been abhle to
secwrw et upon suthority of the Commission of Control
for Tenas Canteormial Osle ons the Btate Buﬂ of Control
allooabed ,800 in 1936 for the purposs of purchasing, im-
proving restoring the San Sabe WMission. %This fund vas
supplsmsated by $500 from Menard COounty.

: 3% would therefore ppesr that the rroperty uss-
tzmmmwmauhammo Bon:

;':0
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apd repalr. But, the Court, "ne $1 :
porasion, nor aid 4ny authority vut exmpt that exuyresaed
implied by tho terms of the lav”.

A Tofarenscs to m 61%%e, V. A, C. d‘gnts 193%,

ke B&?t&"f&& BB A e e Lo Y P ore-

and gondunting eslebrstions commonoreting the heroic

mm of sarly Texas Mistory”. YThe term "cdlebration”™, ag-
o to Section & of the sbhove mentioued Aot insloded "the
restox of 811 or parts of cld houses, forts, Indian villages
spd octher old struotures sonnscted with the histary of the ter-
ﬂﬁnwmmudwithmmamothxu « » o the parches-

suitahle tracts of land vhore neocessary far an approved

bration . . .. The authority for ocarrying out the purposes
m above et wap vented in sn agenay erested and designated

es
of
by legisleature sz the Comeiesion of Contrel for Texas Cea-
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tennisal Celebrations, and Section 6 of the Act provided that a1l
expenditures authorized the Commisgion shall be expended

the State Board of Control "scoording to all legel requiremen
n?wmiﬁuwmmmmwrm » + « by sald Bospd
Q) trol .

Sectimn 1% of Art. 614&b, V. A. C. 8. (the Act oreating
the Texas Centennial Commission) xrovided as follows:

*Bee. 11# All lends
&
e E -oqEEi % %g %%uim urped mz
to o" [aC
g R TAI a! ' -
- .‘; [] . b L4

'3’7_....; 4,_&!

: vith the ¢-.__ T -'!3 and the
%m on -ru then be dlsdharg 2%: r l'tuun -
tion, snd the corporation disscived.” (Rmphasis curs

Bo fayr a3 we have been sble to dstermine, the Legis:u-
ture has mede no disposition pursusnt to the above section of the
twenty~five acres vhich you desoribe in your request, ncr has the
Legislature made provision for any board, agenoy or offioisl to
dispon of such land.

g From the sbhove quoted legisiative snastments it would
appur, therefore, that equitable, if not also legal title to
the aforesaid twenty-five sores vhich was evidently purchesed
by the State of Texas in comeoction vith the Texas Centernial
Celebration, ia vested in the State. It is therefore ouwr opin-
ion that Menard County has no autharity to lease, ssl) or other-
vise aiupoae of the said twenty-five acres.

Yery truly yours
ATTORNEY GERERAL OF TEXAS

: | : 57 M'W
) ¥. ¥ Blantomn, JIr.
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