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Honorable Carlos C. Ashley, Chelrmen
Stete Board of Control
Austin, Texss Opinlon No. V-27

Re: Whether or not the amount
remsining in the Texas
Centennial Fund, 13 now
available to purchase the
Dear Mr. Ashley: French Ewbassy

Your request for an opinlion upon the above sub-
Jeot matter 1s ges follows: '

"The LCaughters of the Republic of Texas
sponsored House Bill No. 728, Acts of the
49th Legislature, which purported to
authorize the purchase of the French Embassy
Bullding and two snd one-half scres out of
the Southeast part of Outlot Ko. 1 in Divi-
sion B, City of Austin, Texas, end appro-
pristed all monles now in the Texas Centen-
nisl Commission Punds, if snd when avallable,
to epply on the purchase price of this pro-
perty. There is now the sum of $24,256.16
remeining in the Texss Centennlsl Fund.

"Question: Is the $24,256.16 remein-

ing in the Texas (entennial Fund now

svailable to purchase the French Em-

bessy, and can the State Comptroller
legally issue & warrsnt for that pur-
pose?

!

"Inssmuch 88 the Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas desire to sponaor such remedisl
legislation 88 18 necessary, in the light of
your opinion in this metter, and because the
Board of Control is the custodian of the title
of the French Embassy, if end when purchased, in
accordance with House Bill No. 728, we respect-
fully request your consideration of this matter
.at your earlliest convenience."
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This Depertment in Opinion 0-6522, addressed
to Hon. Harley Ssdler, Rouse of Representatives, Auatin,
Texss, 8 copy of which opinion we hand you herewith, ad-
vises that the unexpended balance of the Congressionsal
eppropriation for the Texss Centennisl could not be ap-
propristed by the Legislature of Texas for the purpose
of purchasing the French Embassy except conditioned upon
1ts relesse by Congress for that purpose.

We think the advice there given was correct ami
adhere to the oplnion wmentioned.

SUMMARY

The amount of money remaining in the
Centennisl)l Fund is not asvallable for ex-
penditure for the purchase of the French
Embassy under H.B. 728 of the 49th Legisla~
ture, unless and until the Congress has ap-
proved the appropriation or in some wsy re-
leased the fund to the State of Texss.

Yours very truly, :
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
. W e '
Byigccn

: AR
Ocie Speer
- Assistant

08 /am/1h
encl. : '
APPROVED: January 15, 1947

.iztaéﬁa- ngZLGGLLJf?
Approved ATTORNERY GENRRAL

Opinion Committee
BWB, Chairman



