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OFFICE OF . R-324
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
AvsTIN,TEXAS
PR, April 19, 1947

Honorable Gep. ¥. Cox, ¥, T'.,
State Reslth Ofricer

Texas State Board of Health
Austin, Texas

Pear Siy: Opinion No, V-18%5

Re: Xligidbility of a married
sTippled child for henefits
undor Artisle <{4l%e, V.C.S.

We refer to your lettex of April 3, 1947, im whieh
nlzzqanat ap opinion of this Department answering the fol-
owing:

*1 sball appregiste your rendering sn opine
ion goneseryning the lega 1t{ of the Crippled
Children's Division finsneclng trestmant for per-
&0ns who are married but who 4o nesd trestment
and neet the eligidility reguirements ss set
forth in Section 2 of Howse Bill No. 754,
iisgular Bessions of the 49th Legisleture., Fay
example, if a person of seventeen years of age
applied for sssistance under this “rograsm, would
thet person be entitled to treatment through
fonds of the Crippled Children'es Division if
that person were smarried but 4id meet the requive-
ments ag set forth in this fet?

Section £ of the law iz as follows!

"A erippled ghiléd is Cdefined ceo any pergon
of nomal mentelity, under twsnty-ons (2l) years
of spge, whose physloal functions or movements
are impaired by reason of a Joint, bone, or musole
defest or deformity, to the extent thet the ehiléd
is or may bhe expeated to bho totnlly or partially
incapasitated ror education or remunerstive
ocoupation, To be elizivls for rehadilitation
sorvice under this Agt, the child's disability
mast be such that it is reasonable to expeot
that sueh ohlld can be lmproved through hospi-~
talization, medicel or surgical care, artificial
sprliances, or through a combination of these
services.”



wWhere the statute 1s expressed in plain and un-
ambiguous language, and its mesning is slear and ohvious, there
is no room for oonstrusction. Gaddy ve. Firgt National Bank of
Beaamont, 283 . . 47Z; Cparis vs. Stete, 174 3. ¥, 55; Plerce-
Fordéyce 0fl Asmpooletion vs, Warney Drilling Co., 18Y S.%.516.

The languapge of 3Jection 2 s in plain, clsay and anambiguses

terms and doew not cxoept married “ehilidren” rrom its provisions
by reason of which thare is no room for aconstyruction. Therefore,
it 18 the opinion of thies office that married orippled persons
under 21 yesrs of apge are eligible for benefits of eeild 2ection
2 if they are stherwise olirible.

SUNMARY

#Harried orippled persons under Z1 years of
age are elipgivle for the benefits of Artisle
441%e, V.C.3., ir otherwise alipible. Art. <419,

v.C.S.
Yours very tmly
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