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Hon. tSaR!t%e'é , Opinion No. V-488
ounty orney -
Bragoria COunty: Re: Construction and constl-
Angleton, Texas tutionality of H. B, 665,

50th lLegislature, concern-
ing group insurance for
_ public employees.
Dear Sir:

We refer to your letter of November 26, 1947
in which you submit the following questions:

. 1. "Does H. B. 665, as passed by the
50th Lagislature, apply to the counties
of the state as well as to the state and
the specific governmental agencies men-
tioned in Bection 1 of said bill?

2. YIf H. B. 665 does apply to coun-
ties, is it constitutlonal?

3. "Is Brazoria County, Texas auth~
orized to pay the premiums or any part
thereolr for the bhenefit of its amploiaas
for ghe insurance avallable under sald
bill i :

4., "Is there any authority for this
couanty to obtain workmen'!s compensatlon
insurance for its employees in lieu of
the health and accildent insurance as pro-
vided under saild b»111?"

. He B. 665 now appears in Vernon's Civil Stat
utes as Art, 5053a. It reads: -

“Section 1. The State of Texas and
each of its politlcal ipvernmental and
aduinistrative suhdivls ons, departmants,
agencies, association of puﬂlic employaes,
and the governing boards and authorities
of each State university, college, common
and independent school dlstriets or of any
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other agency or subdivision of the pub-
1ic school system of the State of Texas
are authoriged to procure contracts in-
suring their respective aemployees or any
class or classes thereof under a policy
or policies of group health, accident,
accidental death and dismemberment, and
‘hospital, surgical and/or medical ex-
pense insurance. The dependents of any
such employees may be insured under group
policles vwhich provide hospital, surglical
and/or medical expense insurance. The
smployees' contributions to the premiums
for such insurance issued to the employer
or to an assoclation of public employeess -
as the policyholder may be deducted by
the employer from the employees' salaries
when authorized in writing by the respec~
‘tive employses so to do, '

"See, 2. All group insurance con~
tracts effected pursuant hereto shall con-
form and bs subject to all the provisions
of any existing or future laws concerning
group insurance,”

It 18 elementary that a county is a political
subdivision of the State. Robbins v, Limestone County, 268
8. W, 915, We are of the opinion that counties are includ-
ed in the authorization given in Article 5053a; thersfore
our answer to your Question No. 1 4s in the affirmative.

The language of the Article £s that the snumer.:
ated employers "are authorized to proeure contracts lnsuring
thelir respective employees or any class or classes thereof
under a poliecy or policies of group health, acclident, acei~
dental death and dismemberment, and hospital surgical and/éb
medical expense insurance. . " It is proviaad that upon writ-
-ten consent of employees deductions may be made by the employ~
er from their salaries to pay "employees contributions.m" 1If
the quoted language means that public money may be used to pay
premiums or any exgense incident to such insurance, the Act ia
vold, as was held by this Department in its Opinion No. V1h7,
a copy of which is enclosed for your information. H. B, 665
was amended in House Committee after that opinion was written,
If it merely means that group insurance policies may be is-
sued to the indicated groups of employees without the use of
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public money, the Act is valid to that extent. Wwhen pub-
1lic money has been lawfully paid to an employee, it ceases
to be public money.

' We are of the opinlon that the law authorizes
the issuance of group insurance policies to groups of em-
ployeas in the classes indicated 4n the law, and it does
not authorize the iuse of any public money to pay any part
of any premium or incidental expense concerning it.

- Our answer to your Question No. 3 1is in the
negative. ' _ o

Answering your Nuestion No. %, there is no law
which authorizes a county to obtain workmens® compensation
insurance for its employees, See Attorney General's Opine-
ion No. V«381, a copy of which is enclosed. .

SUMMARY

_ County employees are included in the
class of employees for whom group health,
acclident, accidental death and dismember-
ment and hospital, surgical and/or medi-
cal expense insurance may be issued under
Art. 50%3a, V. C. 3. County funds may not
be used to pay premiums or incidental ex-
pensea for such insurance. Counties are

not authorized to obtain Workmens! Compen-
satlion Insurance for county employees.

Yours very truly,

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

- N By 7
WTWawd ’ - W. T. Williams
Bncls., = .. o - Assistant :
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