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Deap Sip:

Reference 1s made to your recent request which
reads, in part, ac follows:

“Dces the Commissioners Court have the right
to reduce the County Health Officer's sslary
from $100,00 to $25.00 before the end of his
two year sppolntive term?

"At the first meeting of a Commiscioners
Court of Vsl Verde County, Texas, Dr. R, N,
Grsnsam wae appointed County Heslth Officer
for a two yesar term, beginning January 1,
1947 8nd ending Janusry 1, 1949, Although
no resson was given for their action the
Commissioners Court reduced the County
Health Officer's salsry from $100.00 per
month te $25.00 per month at a regularly
monthly meeting held during the month of
August, snd effective September 1, 1948."

Article 4423, V, C, S, is as follows:

“The commlssinners court by a majority
vote in esch orgsnized county shall bienninl-
1y sppoint a proper person for the office of
county health officer for his county, who
chall hold office for two ysars, JSaid coun-
t7 health officer shall taike and subscribe
to the officlsl osth, and shall file a copy
of such osth and & copy of his appolntment
with the Texas State Board of Health; eng,
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until such coples sre =so filed, sald officer
gehall not be deemed legaslly qualified. Com-
pensstion of seid county heslth officer shsall
be fixed by the commissioners court; provided,
that no compensstion or salary shall be sllow-
ed except for services actually rendered."

In 34 Tex. Jur. 526, it is provided thst:
"In the sbsence of any constitutionsl

limitation, the Legislature may lower or
reise the sslaries or fees of officers, even

-during the term for which an officer hss been

elected or sppointed; and it may diminish snd
distribute unearned officisl fees as it deems
just. Also, where the commissioners' court
has power to fix the compensstion of an offi-
cer, it msy change the smount at a%y time,
even during his term of office. {(Zmphasis
added)

In the case of Baxter v. Rusk County, 11 S.W.
648, it was held thst:

"Commissioners' Court may st any time
fix compensation of county treasurer for re-
ceiving and disbursing public moneys, sub-
Ject to limitation that order fixing percent-
age of compensation will not be effective to
reduce compensation earned for past services,"

Since there is no constitutional or statutory

provision limiting the power of the Commissioners' Court

to fix the compensation of the County Health Officer and

in view of the foregoing, it is our opinion that the Com-
missioners' Court may reduce the County Health Officer's

sealary from $100.00 to $25.00 per month before the end of
his two year appointive term. :

SUMMARY

The Commissioners! Court may reduce the
selary of the County Health Officer from
$100.00 to $25.00 per month before the end
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of his two yesr appointive term. 3% Tex.
Jur. 526; Baxter v. Rusk County, 11 S.W,
(2a) 648,
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