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Dear Sir: Runnels County.

Your request for an opinlon reads in part
as follows:

"The Commissioners Court of Runnels
County, in 1950, ralised their own salar-
les and the salaries of all other County
Officials twenty-five per cent, as pro-
vided in Art. 3912g, V.C.S., so that at
the present time the Commissioners are
drawing salaries of $3050.00 annually.
The assessed tax valuations of this Coun-
ty for last year were less than $20,000, ~
000.00, s¢ that under the provisiona of
Art, 2350, V.C.8,, said Commissfioners
could draw only $2500.00 annually, had
they not used Art. 3912g for an increase.
The present agssessed tax valuations of
this County are above $20,000,000.00,
which will mean that the Commlssjioners
salaries would be $3,000,00 undex the
provisions of Art. 2350, or an increase
of $500.00 from $2500,00 to $3,000,00,"

The questions submitted by yqu are substan-
tially as follows:

May the Commissioners' Court of Run-
nels County increase their .own salarles
in the sum of $500.00 per year pursuant
to the provisions of Article 2350, %.C.S.,
without increasing the salaries of the
other county officials? 1If so, when is
this increase effective?

What 1s the maximum compensation
that the County Commissioners of Runnels
County may recelve for the years 1951 and
19527
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Article 2350, V.C.S., provides in part:

"In countles having the following
assessed valuations, respectively, as
shown by the total assessed valuations
of all properties certified by the county
assessor and approved by the Commissioners?
Court, for county purposes, for the pre-
vious year, from time to time, the ounty

ommissioners of such counties shall each
recelve annual salaries not to exceed the
amounts herein specified, said salaries

to be pald in equal monthly installments,
at least one-half (1/2) and not exceeding
three-fourth (3/4), out of the Road and
Bridge Fund, and the remailnder out of the
General Fund of the county; sald assessed
valuations and salaries applicable thereto
being as follows:

"
n$10,000,001 and less than 12,000,000 not
to exceed $2,200.00

"$12,000,001 and less than 20,000,000 not
to exceed $2,500.00

"$20,000,001'and less than 30,000,000 not
to exceed $3,000.,00" (Emphasis added.)

Since Runnels County had an assessed valua-
tion for the previous year (1950 tax rolls)of $13,-
264,455,00, its county commissioners may receive under
Article 2350 a salary not to exceed $2500,.,00 during
1951. Article 3912g, V.C.S., authorizes an additional
inerease not to exceed 25% of the sum allowed under
the law in 1948. The sum allowed under the law in
1948 to the county commissioners was $2200.00, since
Runnels County had a valuation for the previous year
(1947 tax rolls) of $11,357,184.00. Under Article
3912g the county commissioners could receive an addil-
tional increase not to exceed $550.00, (25% of $2200.-
00). Therefore, the maximum salery that may be pald
the county commissioners of Runnels County in 1951 is
$3050.00 {$2500.00 plus $550.00)

According to your request, Runnels County
will have a tax valuation in 1951 of more than $20,-
000,001 and less than $3Q,000,000, '
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In Att'y Gen. Op. V-1004 (1950) it was
held that county commissioners were authorized to
recelve the increase in compensation allowed un-
der Article 2350 due to the lncrease in tax val-
uation without resing the salary of the remaining
county officials in like proportion. It was
stated in this. opinion: S

, "Since the tax veluation of DeWitt
County has increased from $18,758,825,00
to $20,848,175.00 the Commissioners Court
is authorized under the provisions of Art-
icle 2350 to set the salaries of the Coun-
ty Commissioners at any sum not to exceed
$3,000,00 a year. . |

"Section 1 of Article 3912g, V.C.S.,
(8.B. .92, Acts 518t Leg., R.S. 1949, ch.
320, p. do1) provides: '

" tThe Commissioners Court in each
county of this State is hereby authorized,
when in their judgment the financial con-
dition of the county and the needs of the
officers justify the increase, to enter
an order increasing the compensation of
the precinect, county and district officers,
or either of them, in an additional amount
not to exceed twenty-five (25%) per cent
of the sum allowed under the law for the
fiscal year of 1948, whether paid on fee
or salary basis; provided, however, the
members of the Commissioners Court may not
ralse the salarjes of any of such Commis-
sloners Court under the terms of this Act

without ralsing the salary of the remain-
Tng county offfcIaIs in iiEe proportion. '
T¥mphasis added.) ;

"the requirement 'that the Commis-
sloners Court may not raise the salaries
of any of such Commissioners Court under
the terms of this Act without raising the
BEalary of the remaining county offlicials
in 11ke proportion' applies only to the
increase authorized in Article 3G12g and
does not apply to the increase ln salar-
ies under the provisions of Article 2350
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due to the increase in tax valuation in
DeWitt County.

"We agree with the conclusion reached
by you in your brief, and you are therefore
advised that the Commissioners Court of
DeWitt County may set the salaries of the
members of the Compissioners' Court at any
sum not to exceed $3,000,00 per annum with-
out granting raises to the other county of-

ricials."

In addition to the $3,000 base compensation

authorized under Article 2350, which will become ef-
fective January 1, 1952, the county commissioners also
may receive an additional $550.00 for that year under

Article 3912g, provided the commissioners' court

grants the remalining county officials a proportionate

increase under that article.
SUMMARY

On January 1, 1952, the Commis-
sioner' Court of Runnels County will
be authorized to increase their own
salaries in the sum of $500.00 per
year pursuant to the provisions of
Article 2350, V.C.S., without in-
e¢reasling the salaries of the other
county officlals,

The County Commissioners of
Runnels County may receive the maxi-
mum compensation of $3,050.00 for 1951
and $3,550.00 for 1952, provided the
Commissioners' Court also grants {he
remaining county officials a propor-
tionate increase under the provisions
of Article 3912g, V.C.S., for the re-
spective years.
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