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Hon. Sam Lee Opinion No. 8-36

County Attorney

Brazoria County Re: Authority of the commis-

Angleton, Texas sioners' court to approve
the expenditure of county
funds to 'send a representa-
tive to Mexico City to con-
fer with various interested
persons reapecting removal
of a ban by the Republic of
Mexico on the use of migra-
tory labor in Brazoria

Dear Sir: County.

You have requested an opinlion on the authority
of the commissioners' court to pay the expenses of a
representative of Brazoria County attendling a conference
with the President of Mexico and other offilecials in
Mexico City, beilng held for the purpose of consldering
if a ban by the Government of Mexico on the use of migra-
tory labor in Brazoria County should be lifted.

The commissioners' court ig a court of limited
Jurisdiction and has only such powers as are conferred
upon it by the Constitutlon or statutes of thils State
either by express terms or by necessary implication.
Childress County v. State, 127 Tex. 343, 92 S5.W.2d 1011
{(1936); vVon Rosenberg Ve Lovett 173 8.W. 508 (Tex.Civ.
App. 1915, error ref.); Roper v. Hall, 280 S.W. 289
%Tex .Civ.App. 1925); H111l v. Sterretl, 252 s.W.2d 766

Tex.Civ. App. 19 error rer. n;P.e.); Attfy Gen. Ops.
v-1331 (1951) and S-~-05 (1953). .

We know of no provision placing a duty on any
officlal to attend conferences of the nature outlined
In your request ‘and we know of no provision authorizing
the commissioners' court to pay the expenses of officlals
attending such a conference. We therefore agree with
your conclusion that the commissioners' court of Brazoria
County ecan not expend tax moneys to pay the expenses of
a representative to Mexico City to participate in a con-
ference to have the ban lifted on the use of migratory
labor in Brazoria County.
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SUMMARY

The commiseloners'! court does not have
authority to pay the expenses of a representa-
tive to Mexico City to participate in a con-
ference to consilder removal of a ban by the
Government of Mexico on the use of migratory
labor in Bragorila County.
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