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September 27, 1955

Mr, C. H. Cavness
State Auditor
Austin, Texas Opinion No. 8-176

Re: Duty of the State Auditor
to audit the Texas Turn-
pike Authority.

Dear Mr. Cavness:

You request an oplnlon of this offlice as to
whether the State Auditor 1ls requlred to make an audlt
of the Texas Turnplke Authorlty under the provisions
of Article 4413a~13, Vernon's Civil Statutes. You
also agsk whether an annual audlt by the State Auditor
would satisfy the provisions of Section 21 of Chapter
410, Acts 53rd Legislature, Regular Session, 1953,
page 967. Sald Act 1is codified as Article 6674v,

Article 4413a-13 enumerates the dutles of
the State Auditor. Sald article reads in part as follows:

"The State Auditor 1s hereby granted
the authorlty and 1t shall be his duty:

ﬂll L] L]

"2. To personally, or by his duly
authorized asslstants, examine and audit
all fiscal books, records and accounts
of all custodians of public funds, and
of all disbursing officers of thils State,
making independent verification of all
assets, l1labllities, revenues and expendl-
tures of the State, 1ts departments,
boards, bureaus, institutlons, commlsslons
or agencies thereof now in existence or
hereafter created.”
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It was held in the case of Texas Turnpike Au-~
thority v. Shepperd, 279 S.W.2d 302 (Tex.Sup.l1955) that
the Texas Turnplke Authority is an agency of the State
of Texas. See Section 3 of Article g674v. '

It 18, therefore, our opinion that the State
Auditor 18 required by the provisions of Article 4413a-13
to audit the affairs of the Texas Turnplke Authority,.
If the Legislature had intended to relleve the State Audi-
for of this responsibility, 1t should have made specifilc
exemption to Art. 4413a-13,

The last sentence of Sectilon 21, Arbtilcle 66T7hv,
reade as follows:

"The Authority shall cause an audit
of 1ts books and accounte to be made at
least once in each year by certified public
accountante and the cost thereof may be
treated as a part of the cost of con-
gtruction or of operation of the turnplke
project."

The fact that the cost of the audit may be
treated as a part of the cost of construction or of
operatlon of the turnpike project indicates that 1t
was the legilslative Intent to provide an independent
audlt of the Authorlty's books and accounts, since
the State Auditor 1s pald for his services by
legislative appropriation and not by the agencles
whose books and records he audits. It 1s also
noted that Sectlon 711 of the trust Indenture exe-
cuted by the Authority in financling the Dallas-
Fort Worth Turnplke project requires an independent
audit of the books and accounts of the Authority.
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The State Auditor 1s required
to audit the booka, accounts and
records of the Texas Turnpike Authori-
ty under the praevisiocons of Article
44133-13, V.C.S.
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An independent audit 1= re-
quired to be made of the Texas Turn-
plke Aufthority!s books and accounts
under the provisions of Sectlon 21,
Article 6674v, V.C.S.
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Yours very truly,

JOHN BEN SHEFPPERD
Attorney General of Texas
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Milton Richardson
Aasistant




