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Thomas C. Oreen, P.E. Opinion No. M-1T4
Member Secretary
Texas State Board of Reglstration Ret: Reconsideration of At-
for Professional Engineers torney General's Opinion
Austin, Texas M-~-30, and/or a clarifica-
tion of same, in relation
to the licensure of an
: individual under the stated
Dear Mr. Green: fact situatlon.

In your request for an opinion from this offlce you state
the following:

"In Attorney General's Cpinion No, M-30
(1967) it was held that under the terms of
Section 12(a) of Article 327la, Vernon's Civil
Statutes, the Texas Engineering Practlce Act,
the State Board of Reglstration for Professional
Engineers did not have the power to amend 1ts
rules to permlit the licensing of persons who
hold a degree other than one evidencing grad-
uation from an approved course in engineering,

"Since the decision in Attorney General's
Opinion No. M-30 (1967), a situation has arilsen
in connection with the applicatlion for licensure
by an individual whereby the Board feels that it
must seek a reconsideration of Attorney General's
Opinion M-30 (1967) and/or a clarification of the
same as 1t applies to the speclfic facts iIn the
case now before the Board for conslderation.

"An individual recently applied to the
Texas State Board of Reglstratlon for Professional
Engineers for licensure as a professional en-
gineer pursuant to the provisions of Article
3271a, Section 12(a). This individual graduated
from Texas Tech in 1960 and received a Bachelor
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of Science in Agriculture wlth the notation on
the dlploma that hls major was in Agricultural
Engineering. (A copy of the diploma 1is attached)
Shortly after the graduation of this 1ndividual,
he toock and passed the examlnation for certifl-
cation of 'Englneer-in-Training' pursuant to
Section 12a of Article 3271a.

"In view of the declsion in Attorney General's
Opinion No. M-30 (1967), the Board questiona that
it would be authorized to llcense this individual,
but the Board would like to request for the At-
torney General's Office to reconsider Attorney
General's Opinion No. M-30 (1967) in connection
with the factual situatlon get forth above, and
to set forth 1ts opinlion as to whether a Bachelor
of Sc¢cience degree in Agriculture with the notatlon

-on the diploma that the major was in Agricultural
Engineering 18 such a degree as would authorize
the Board to llcense an 1indlvidual pursuant to
Section 12(a) of Article 3271a.”

It is our opinion that Attorney General's Opinion M-30
(1967) 1s correct under the facte contained therein, However,
the facts iIn the present proceeding present a different situation.
In Paragraph (a) of Section 12 of Article 327la, Vernon's Civil
Statutes, concerning the general requirements for reglstration,
it 18 stated: :

"Sec. 12. The following shall be considered
as minimum evlidence gatisfactory to the Board
that the applicant is qualified for reglistration
as a professional engineer, to-wit:

"(a) ' @Graduation from an approved course in
engineering of four (4) years or more in a rec-
ognlzed school or college approved by the Board
as of satlisfactory standing, and a specific re-
cord of an additlonal four (4) years or more of:
actlve practice in englneering work, of a char-
acter satisfactory to the Board, 1lndlcating that
the avplicant 18 comnetent fo be placed 1in re-

_sponsible charge of such work; . . ."

The Executlve Vice-President of Texas Technologlcal

College has advised us that 1ts program in agricultural en-
gineering has been accredited by the Englneers' Council for
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Professional Development. The applicant's degree shows on its

face that his major was agricultural engineering. Therefore,

if the applicant 13 otherwlse qualified under the requirements

of said Paragraph (a) of Section 12 of Article 3271a, the Texas
State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers is authorized
to license the applicant. .

SUMMARY

Where the appllcant's degree recites that
his major was in agricultural engilneering and he
1s otherwise qualified under the requirements of
paragraph {(a) of Section 12 of Article 327la,
Vernon's Civil Statutes, the Texas State Boargd
of Reglstration for Professional Englneers 1s
authorized to license the applicant.
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Assistant Attorney General
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