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Dear Mr. Darnall:

You advise that the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (the "commis-
sion") is contemplating reorganizing its operating structure, but that the commission
is concerned that the proposed form of reorganization is inconsistent with the
provisions of V.T.C.S. article 179d, the Bingo Enabling Act (the "act"), which direct
the commission to administer the act "through a division established through the
administrator of the commission to administer the act." V.T.C.S. art. 179d, § 16(a).
The act also directs the administrator of the commission to "employ a director of
bingo operations to administer the division under the direction of the commission
and administrator" and to establish a separately listed toll-free number to provide
public access to the division. Id. § 16(a)(c).

The information you have provided to us indicates that, under the proposed
reorganization of the commission, bingo would be administered by an "Assistant
Administrator” for "Headquarters Operations” through a division entitled "Licens-
ing -- Alcoholic Beverage and Bingo." The focus of your concern appears to be that,
under the proposed reorganization, commission personnel administering the bingo
laws would also be performing other non-bingo related duties of the commission.
You state that "a strict and literal reading of [the provisions of article 179d] would
preclude the desired organization structure,” but then go on to suggest that "under a
more liberal doctrine of ‘substantial compliance,™ the desired reorganization
nevertheless sufficiently comports with those provisions. In our opinion, based on
the information you have provided us, the proposed reorganization is at least in
substantial compliance with the provisions of article 179d.
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SUMMARY

Based on the information provided, the proposed
reorganization of the operating structure of the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission is at least in substantial compliance with
the provisions of the Bingo Enabling Act.

Yours very truly,
#
" William Walker
Assistant Attorney General

Opinion Committee



