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Dear Representative Sadler: 

Letter Opiion No. 95-017 

R$: whether a municipality is responsiile 
for preparing an accurate map of municipal 
boundaries a&r the municipality has 
a~exed territory (ID# 25341) 

Your predecessor in office, Repremntative Linebarger, requested us to determine 
which party, a municipality or the landowner of a particular piece of real propetty, is 
responsiile, after the municipality has annexed tet+itory, for preparing an accurate map of 
the city boundaries as they cross that piece of property. We conclude that the municipality 
is responsible for preparing such a map. 

Section’41.001 of the Local Government Code resolves the question. It provides 
as follows: 

(a) Each municipality shall prepare a map that shows the 
boundaries of the municipality. A copy of the map shall be kept in 
the office of the secretary or clerk of the municipality. If the 
municipality has a municipal engineer, a copy of the map shall also be 
kept in the office of the engineer. 

(b) If the municipality annexes territory, the map shall be 
immediately corrected to include the annexed territory. The map 
shall be annotated to indicate: 

(1) the date of annexation; 

(2) the number of the annexation ordinance, if any, and 

(3) a reference to the minutes or municipal ordinance 
records in which the ordinance is recorded in Cdl. 

On its flux, section 41.001 places on a municipality the burden for pmparing a map 
indicating the boundaries of the municipality. A municipality also is responsiile for 
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immediately correcting the map of its boundaries ifthe municipality annexes krritory.’ C!! 
Letter opinion No. 94-33 (1994) at 2 (concludiig that municipality may choose method 
by which it will axertain bo~@Ges of its extraterritorial jurisdiction). 

Your predecessor suggested that a municipatity’s boundaries nkt be marked by 
the placement of markers on the ground. We are unaware of any st+ute, nor did she cite 
any provision, that requims a municipality to place markers on the ground to mark its 
bolmdalies. 

SUMMARY 

Section 4LOOl(a) of the Local Government Code requires a 
municipality to prepare a map indicating the boundaries of the 
municipality. If a municipality annexes territory, section 41.001(b) 
requires the municipality immediately to correct the map to include 
the annexed territory. 
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