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Dear Mr. Manes: 

You request our opinion as to whether the 5iq of an application for school 
trustee results in the automatic resigoation of an indiviti from the 051x ofjustice of the 
peace. Youindicatethat,onFebruary27,1996,thejusticeofthepeaceofpnciact~ix 
JetTenon County 5ed for the elective position of school trustee of the Beaumont 
Independent School District. At that time, the unexpired tam of his judicial 05az was 
mOrethantWOyearS. 

Article XVI, section 65, Texas Constitution, provides that various local 05cers, 
indudingjusticesofthepeace,servefour-yeartams,andthatifanyofthem 

ShSlltlMOUUlXtlhCMdi~,~shaIliUfactbecomeaCMdi~ill 
any Gend Special, or primary Election for any 05ce of pro& or 
trustundathelawsofthisstateortheunitedstatesothathaathe 
office then held, at any time when the unexpired term of the 05ce 
then held shall exceed one (1) year, such annouxement or such 
cadi* shsll constitute sn automatic resignation of the office then 
held,andthevacancytherebycreatedshallbefilled~ttolaw 
in the same msnner as other vacancies for such office arc 5led. 

A trustee of an independent school district holds an “office of trust under the laws of this 
state.” Ramirez v. Florez, 505 S.W.2d 406 (T.ex. CN. App.-San Antonio 1973, wxit refd 
nr.e.). It follows that, when a justice of the peace files an application to become a 
candidate for school trustee when more than one year remaiMiahistamasjustice,he 
automatically resigns the latter 0502. See Letter Opiion Nos. 96-011(1996), 95-071 
(1995). 
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SUMMARY 

Ajusticeofthepeace~o,withmorethanoneyearremaining 
in his term as justice, fib an application to become a candidate for 
trustee of en independent school district, automatically resigns the 
05c.e ofjustice of the peace. 

Yours very truly, 

RickGilpin ’ 
Deputy Chief 
opii011 committee 


