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Dozy Mr. Morales:

An @pminion is hereby scought on the followingy issus:

Does the County Sheriff or County Commissioners Court
have the legal authority to choose & physician  and  set
schedules for medical services to ke provided to inomates
ingarcerated in the County jail?

A hrief iz attached pursuant to the requirements of law.

Thank you in advance for vour time and attention to this
matter.
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A County Sheriff has  responsibility for the day to  day

gperation of the County jail. Loecsl Government

o

Texas Attorney General Opinion H-119¢  (1373)

code 251.041.

v. YVance , 217 5.0, 24 702, County CommissioneErs sxerolse

%

Jeneral overs=ight over thke Jail. Loc=l

Covernment Cosa

351.601. At issus herein is  who chooses the physicians and

sets schedules for mediczsl trestment of the prisoners. While

it would zppear that Commissioners have a general duty to see

that medical care is provided and paid for,

it should he the

Sheriff, 9ho iz familiar with the daily medicsl needs of the

priszoners, who 1is responsihile for choosing and scheduling

the treating physician. In the esvent tha

suyit is filed for "“"dsliterate indifference"

nivil rights

to the mediral

nesds of fprisoners, it is generally the Sheriff who is held

responsikble.

While the Texas Commission on Jdail ttandards

has promulgzted rules relsting to the provision of the

services (Jail Standsrds Rules 217.13, et seg.)

inconsistent to allow the Sheriff to implement the

rhysician and scheduling thereof.

it is not

choice of



