
CITY OF DALLAS 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. Z 409 839 236 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

March 9,1995 

Honorable Dan Morales 
Attorney General of Texas 
Eke Daniel Building, 7th Floor 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, TX 78711 

Re: Open Records Decision 

Dear General Morales: 

By letter (Exhibit A) dated February 27,1995 and received by the City of Dallas on that 
date, Mr. Gaylen Harris has requested a copy of certain permits issued or 
maintained by the City of Dallas. 

The City ~of Dallas has no problem complying with the portion of the request 
concerning sprinkler systems. The City, however, does object to the release of fire 
alarm permits (sample copy of permit information attached as Exhibit B). 

This office is responsible for representing the legal interests of the City of Dallas. In 
our opinion,~ the information concerning fire alarm permits is ,protected from 
required public disclosure pursuant to Section 552.101 of the Texas Government 
Code (the Texas OpenRecords Act). In accordance with ~the requirements of the 
Texas Open Records Act, this office seeks your determination as to whether the fire 
alarm permit information is subject to public disclosure. 

Section 552.101 of the Texas Government Code protects from public disclosure 
“information considered to be confidential by law, either constitutional; statutory, or 
by judicial~decision.” Information concerning the location of an alarm system, the 
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name of the occupant of an alarm system location, or the type of alarm system is 
made confidential by law. Vernon’s’ Ann. Civ. St.~art.&&l3(29bb), Sec. ~28(e). It seems 
clear that this statute, V.A.C.S. art. 4413 (29bb), covers not only burglar alarm 
systems, but any alarm system designed to detect or summon aid for an emergency. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward OH. Perry 
Assistant City Attorney 

c: Sam A. Lindsay, City Attorney 
Jesus Toscano, Jr., Administrative Assistant City Attorney 
Karen Harris, Economic Development 

Gaylen Harris 
P-0. Box 850263 
Mesquite, TX 75185-0263 
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ROAD SPRINKLER FITTERS LOCAL 669 

GAYLEN D. HARRIS BUSINESS AGENT DISTRICT 5 
P.O. BOX 850263 MESQUITE, TEXAS 75185-0263 
214-288-0224 FAX 214-329-4630 

February 27, 1995 

Barbara Smith 
City of Dallas 
eulldlng Permits Room 115 
320 E. Jefferson 
Dallas, Texas 75203 

Dear NE. Smith, 

This is a formal request for information 
Texas Open Records Act, TEX, REV. CIV. STATS. 
17a. 

pursuant to the 
ANN. ARTICLE 6252- 

Please provide the undersigned with a copy of permits for 
the installation of Fire Sprinkler Systems Above Ground and 
ynderground an Id Fire Alarm permits issued to: 

$11 Fire Protection Grinne 
2425 E. Pioneer 
Irving, Texas 75061 

I request copies of permits issued from January 1, 1994 
through current date. 

I believe these are clearly public reCOrd6 under the Open 
Records Act. If you disagree, I ask that you request an opinion 
from the Attorney General and forward a copy of your request. 

Local 669 1s prepared to pay for the reasonable duplication 
costs involved with this request. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Business Agent Dist. 5 
Local 669 


