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Dear Ms. Shirley:

Because the County Attorney would be affected by an opinion on this matter, I respectfully request an
opinion on the following questions:

). Whether the County Attorney has the authority to contract (defer prosecution) with defendants
in misdemeanor cases and, if there is such authority, whether it is appropriate for the County
Attorney not to file the case with the court if the defendant pays 2 sum of money to
organizations such as Crime Stoppers, D.ARE., Sheriff Posse, the Hopkins County Law
Library, or Hopkins County as part of the terms and conditions of the agreement?

2a. Whether the County Attorney can receive and allocate moneys received from such contractual
agreements (deferred prosecutions)?
or
2b. Whether the moneys received from such comtractual agreements (deferred prosecutions) can
be received by the County Treasurer and credited to the designated recipient as provided for in
the contract?

Sincerely,

Suz. Bauner
Hopkins County Auditor
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