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The Honorable Greg Abbott 
Attorney General ’ 
Office of the Attorney General 
300 w. 15th street 
Austin, TX 78701 

Dear General Abbott: 

During the past legislative session, the Legislature generously created a new district court for Parker 
County effective January l&2004. Several questions have arisen. I respectfully request that you review these 
questions and provide an opinion at your earliest convenience. 

.r 

1) What is the regular election date for the 4 15* District Court? 
2) The effective date for the 415* District Court is January 15, 2004; therefore, what is the initial 
election date for the judge of that court? 
3) If that office must stand for election in 2004, what is the procedure under which a person, including 
an appointee, may apply and/or be-placed onthe ballot (see the statutes referenced herein as well as 
Government Code Section 24.3 11 providing that the appointee serves until the next general election)? 
4) Is such an election as referenced in #3 above, an election for an unexpired term? 
5) Does Section 202.004 (c) of the EZection Code provide a method by which a person, including an 
appointee to the 4 15* District Court may apply for the unexpired term? 
6) Under this same statute, must the application for the unexpired term be filed by 15 days after January 
15 or, immediately or, at some other time if an appointee does not assume the office until after January 
l&2004? 
7) Is an Executive Committee also empowered to nominate a person under Election Code Section 
202.006 (a) (1) for the unexpired term referenced in #4 above? 
8) For the purposes of the referenced statutes, is an unexpired term considered to be the same thing as 
a vacancy (see Section 20 1.027 “New Office” stating that the vacancy occurs on the effective date of 
the act creating the office)? 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this issue. 
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State Representative , ._ 


