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Via email at opinion.committe@oag.texas.gov 

The Honorable Ken Paxton 
Texas Attorney General 
Attn: Opinion Committee 

PO Box 12548 

Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
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RE: May the Fire Chief or Lieutenant of the Iraan Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department 
(the "VFD") simultaneously serve on the Iraan City Council and, if so, may they vote on City 
Council agenda items that impact the VFD? 

Dear General Paxton: 

Iraan, Texas (the "City") is a Type A General Law City located in Pecos County, Texas. 
The City has a population of approximately 1,240 souls and is governed by a city council 

consisting of five city council members and a mayor. In November of 2020 two individuals that 
are actively serving as the Fire Chief and Lieutenant of the Volunteer Fire Department ("VFD") 
were elected to the Iraan City Council (the "City Council"). The City Council now seeks guidance 
from you on whether the individuals in question may simultaneously serve in the dual role as Fire 
Chief or Lieutenant, as the case may be, and as a member of the City Council. Additionally, if 
dual service is permitted, would the individuals serving in the dual role be allowed to vote on City 

Council Agenda items that impact the VFD? The City Council has not adopted the resolution 

provided underr§21.003 Texas Local Government Code which expressly permits such dual service, 
nor has the City Council passed any other ordinance or resolution that directly addresses such dual 
service. 
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