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February 26, 2024 

Representative Coddy Harris 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 

Dear Representative Harris, 

Thank you for your February 21, 2024, letter inquiring about the Travis Central Appraisal District’s 
implementation of House Bill 1526 from the 88th Regular Legislative Session.   

The statute directs the appraisal district to calculate and provide, “the average land value for each area or portion 
of area designated by the municipality.”  TEX. LOC. GOV’T CODE, section 212.209(c).  Land value is defined to, 
“mean the market value of land per acre, not including an improvement to the land.”  Id. at 212.201(4).  Market 
value has the meaning assigned by Section 1.04, Tax Code.  Id. at 212.201(4). 

I have consulted with the two other affected appraisal districts, Williamson County and Hays County, to determine 
the industry standard for implementation of the statute and the required average land value calculations.  The 
method all appraisal districts used included determining a price per acre, per parcel, and then taking the average 
of those per acre values.   

Additionally, I have sought and received legal advice from our outside law firm on the appropriate methodology 
for the appraisal district to use.  I provided them with a copy of your letter, which they have also reviewed. Your 
letter outlines a formula to calculate average land value: Total assessed land value in a designated area ÷ total 
acreage within the same designated area.  However, per our attorney, this formula does not appear in the statute, 
nor do the terms total assessed value or total acreage.  Per the advice of our attorney, the Travis Central Appraisal 
District has calculated the average land value for each area or portion of the area designated by the municipality 
appropriately. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Leana Mann 
Chief Appraiser 
Travis Central Appraisal District 
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