
Compensation Assistance for Child Victims of Violent Crime 
Facts 

 
Requirements      
 Violent crime may include child abuse, homicide, assault, sexual assault, 

aggravated robbery, hit and run, drunk driving cases and intentional injury 
with a vehicle. 

 Parents/guardians of victims under age 18 must file an application for Crime 
Victims’ Compensation on behalf of the child. 

 Legally emancipated minors and married minors are considered adults and 
may apply on their own behalf with appropriate documentation.  

 All crimes must be reported to law enforcement within a reasonable time 
period.  

 Victims must apply for Crime Victims’ Compensation within three (3) years of 
the crime.  Child victims have until they are 21 years old to file for 
compensation.  However, Crime Victims’ Compensation encourages child 
victim’s applications to be filed as soon as possible. 

 Applications may be made on behalf of children in the custody of Child 
Protective Services.  The Crime Victims’ Compensation staff will coordinate 
resources with CPS to address the child’s needs 

 
Awards  
 For crimes that occurred on or after 9/1/1997, the maximum award is $50,000.  
After 9/1/1997 catastrophic injuries may qualify for up to an additional $75,000 
depending on the date of the crime.  
          
Medical Expenses  
 Crime Victims’ Compensation may pay for medical expenses such as 

physician fees, hospital bills, ambulance costs, x-rays, crutches, and wheel 
chairs, incurred as a result of the crime.  

 All available insurance or other health care assistance (Medicare, Medicaid, 
health or auto insurance, etc.) must be identified and utilized prior to CVC 
paying.  Insurance company guidelines must be followed.  For example, 
victims using an HMO need to see their assigned doctor or therapist. 

      
Counseling       
 Counseling is normally pre-approved and must be provided by a licensed 

mental health professional. 
 Child victims may be eligible for individual, group and family counseling. 
  Household and immediate family including parents, step-parents, and 

brothers and sisters may also be eligible for counseling benefits.  
 Crime Victims’ Compensation may pay a maximum of $3,000 per family 

member or household member for out-patient care and $600 per day for 
inpatient care ( victim only) up to a 30-day stay.  Exceptions may be made if 
additional counseling is needed.  

 All available insurance or other health care assistance must be identified and 
utilized prior to CVC paying. 



 
Funeral and Burial Expenses        
 Crime Victims’ Compensation may pay up to $4500 for funeral expenses for 

crimes.     
 Additional funds are available to transport a body to the family’s desired 

location.  This money is in addition to the $4,500 maximum. 
 For crimes that occurred on or after 9/1/03, travel expenses may be paid for 

an immediate family or household member to attend the victim’s funeral. 
  
     
Loss of Wages    
 The parent(s) or guardian(s) of a child victim may be eligible for 

reimbursement of actual loss of wages, sick time or vacation time.  Effective 
February 1, 1998, the maximum is $500 per week. 

 Time away from work must be directly related to the victimization of the child 
including taking the child to medical treatment or counseling or accompanying 
the child to a criminal justice proceeding.  

 A teenager of legal age to work may be eligible for loss of wages if the teen 
was employed at the time of the crime and is unable to work because of the 
crime injuries. 

 For dates of crime on or after 9/1/03, an immediate family or household 
member may be eligible for bereavement leave for a maximum of 10 days or 
$1,000.   

 
Travel Expenses      
 Travel expenses may be paid when the child victim or accompanying 

parent/guardian needs to travel to seek medical treatment or counseling or to 
participate in the investigation, prosecution, trial or post-conviction 
proceedings, such as parole hearings, to attend executions coordinated by 
TDCJ on or after 6/21/03, and to attend the victim’s funeral for dates of crime 
on or after 9/1/03. 

 If travel is more than twenty (20) miles one-way, mileage for a personal 
vehicle may be covered. 

 If travel exceeds sixty (60) miles one-way, transportation, and reimbursement 
for lodging and meals is allowed, based on the established state rate for 
these services. Receipts are required for transportation and lodging. 

        
Child or Dependent Care       
 Child care or dependent care required as a result of the crime is covered up 

to $100 per week per child or dependent.   
 Only care by licensed providers is covered, not care provided by family or 

friends. 
 An award may also be made if child care or dependent care is needed while 

the parent takes the child victim to an appointment related to the crime. 
 The award is limited for dependents of surviving victims to 90 days for dates 

of crime on or after 5/8/05.  Exceptions may be made by the OAG. 



 
Rent and Relocation                 
 An award for rent and relocation may be made for victims of family violence, 

for dates of crime on or after 6/1/99, or victims of a sexual assault that 
occurred in their residence, for dates of crime on or after 9/1/01.  

 The award is limited to $2,000 for deposits and moving expenses and $1,800 
for rent.  

    
Crime Scene Cleanup      
 Crime Victims’ Compensation may pay for expenses incurred cleaning a 

crime scene  
 Awards are limited to crimes that occurred on or after 9/1/95.  The maximum 

award is $750. 
 An award may be made to a commercial cleaning company for time and 

materials, or to reimburse volunteers for actual cost of supplies. 
        
Replacement of Property Seized as Evidence  
 Crime Victims’ Compensation may pay for property seized as evidence and 

made unusable as a result of the investigation of the crime.  An example is 
when the clothing of a child sexual assault survivor is sent to a crime lab for 
evidence collection and is not useable after examination.  

 Awards are limited to crimes that occurred on or after 9/1/95.  The maximum 
award is $750. 

     
Catastrophic Injuries  
 An additional $75,000 is available for eligible victims who suffer a catastrophic 

injuries from crimes occurring on or after September 1, 2001. 
 This award may be used for job training, rehabilitation, making a home or car 

wheel chair accessible, home health care, and lost wages. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
         
Crime Victims’ Compensation Program 
Crime Victim Services Division 
 Office of the Attorney General 
P.O. Box 12198 
Austin, TX  78711-2548 
1-800-983-9933 

      
The Crime Victims’ Compensation Program staff is available to help victims and 
their families access the program.  Applications are available in English and 
Spanish and our toll-free number is staffed by English and Spanish speakers.   
Applications and information are also available from our Website at 
www.oag.state.tx.us. 


