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In conjunction with initiating
prevention activities,

COMMUNITY READINESS
for engaging in prevention

must be assessed and
strengthened so that rape
prevention programs can
build COALITIONS and

MOBILIZE the
COMMUNITY and STATE

for prevention.

Culturally appropriate initiatives
must be implemented at the

COMMUNITY-and STATE-level with
sufficient intensity and in diverse

settings in order to saturate
communities and states with an

alternative paradigm. As community
readiness for engaging in sexual
violence prevention strengthens,
activities should be modified or
added to increase saturation.

With sufficient intensity,
diversity, and saturation,
these INITIAL CHANGES

in COMMUNITIES and
STATES will occur.

As a result of these changes, new COMMUNITY-level and
STATE-level NORMS will emerge. The new norms will
lead to increased ACTION by COMMUNITY agencies,

In response to new
community norms and
actions, INDIVIDUALS

throughout the community
and state will begin to

change their beliefs and
behaviors.

Changes in beliefs,
behaviors, policies, and

systems will lead to
reduction in sexual

violence and related
health consequences at
the community and state

levels.

No community
Awareness/Denial of Need

for Sexual Violence
Prevention and Social

Change
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Need for Prevention but No

Leadership

Recognition of Need and
Motivated Leaders But No

Clear Action Plan

Broader Mobilization to
Include Partnerships with

Other Groups

Development of a Collective
Vision re: Sexual Violence

Prevention

Detailed Prevention
Planning in Progress

Public/Organizational
Policy Advocacy

Social Norming/
Social Messages

Sexual Violence Prevention
Education/Training

Promotion & Operation
of Hotlines

Increased Community
Awareness about Sexual

Violence

Organizational and
Legislative Actions Taken
to Address the Ecology of

Sexual Violence and to
Support Sexual Violence

Prevention

Increased Knowledge and
Attitudes Against Sexual

Violence

Increased Skills for
Bystander Prevention of

Sexual Violence

Community Groups and
Institutions Perceive

Costs of Sexual
Violence; Perceive

Benefits of Promoting
Safety, Equality and
Respect; Strengthen
Their Commitments

to Anti-Sexual
Violence Work

Multiple Organizations
and Institutions Share

Responsibility for Sexual
Violence Prevention by:
Integrating it into their
Goals and Activities;

Engaging in Joint
Prevention Activities;

Sharing Resources for
Prevention Activities

Reforms to Eliminate Health Disparities/Social
Inequalities and to Increase Community Justice

and Accountability Re: Sexual Violence

Community Members
Perceive Norms to be

Non-Violent

Perceive Social Pressure
for Non-Violent Norms

PREVENTION OF
SEXUAL VIOLENCE

PERPETRATION

Social Rewards for
Behavior Consistent with
Norms; Legal and Social

Consequences
for Failure to Conform

Engage in Behaviors
Consistent with Norms

PROMOTION OF
SAFETY. EQUALITY

AND RESPECT

PREVENTION OF
LONG-TERM HEALTH

PROBLEMS

PREVENTION OF
RECIDIVISM

Survivors Access
Counseling, Support

Groups, and Individual
Advocacy

Offender Treatment/
Management

Increased Prosecution
of Sexual Violence

Increased Action by
Legal and Medical
Systems on Behalf

of Survivors

Contextual Conditions:
Sexual violence occurs within a larger social and political context. Preventing sexual violence requires interventions that address the complex interplay of individual, relationship, community, and societal risk and protective factors.

Poverty, lack of employment opportunities, general tolerance of sexual assault, weak community sanctions against perpetrators, societal norms supportive of sexual violence and of male entitlement,
weak laws and policies related to gender equality, high levels of other forms of violence, rigid gender roles, and definitions of masculinity that are linked to dominance.

Due to this complexity, sexual violence prevention activities require sustained efforts to maintain achievements, ongoing evaluation, and continuous quality improvement.
Additionally, a culture that condones sexual violence also condones/promotes other forms of oppression which must be addressed in conjunction with sexual violence prevention.

Community and societal factors may include:

Creation of Programs for
Coordinated System

Responses
Systems Advocacy

Key: boxes indicate RPE-funded components. Purple rounded boxes indicate non-RPE-funded componentsTeal
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